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The  Anthropological  Collection  occupies  ten  cases  in  the  Museum  of 
Human  Anatomy,  wall-cases  being  arranged  round  the  sides  of  that  room, 
in  addition  to  five  spacious  central  cases.  This  great  series  of  specimens 
represents  the  results  of  the  efforts  of  Professor  Macauster  and  his 
predecessor  in  the  Chair  of  Human  Anatomy,  the  late  Sir  George  M. 
Humphry,  to  bring  together  a thoroughly  representative  series  of  the 
crania  of  the  various  human  races.  With  such  success  have  those  efforts 
been  met  that  the  Collection  is  second  to  none  in  this  country,  and 
comprises  more  than  one  subsidiary  collection — ex.  gr.,  the  Thurnam  and 
the  Hutchinson  collections,  of  very  considerable  magnitude. 

The  very  number  of  the  specimens,  however,  renders  the  acquisition 
of  a comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  this  Museum  a matter  of 
prolonged  study,  and  it  is  with  the  idea  of  pointing  out  the  rarer  and  more 
interesting  examples  that  these  notes  have  been  brought  together.  At  the 
same  time,  references  are  given  to  various  periodicals  in  which  certain 
portions  of  the  Collection  may  be  found  described  in  detail. 

It  is  convenient  to  describe  the  specimens  in  the  order  of  the  cases  in 
which  they  are  contained,  and  a rough  sketch-plan  of  the  Museum  is 
appended  in  which  the  cases  are  marked  with  numerals  from  i-io. 

Thus  on  entering  the  Museum,  there  will  be  found  immediately  to 
the  left,  a wall-case  (No.  i)  containing  (besides  some  bones  of  the  skeleton 
possessing  no  special  anthropological  importance)  a series  of  modern 
European  crania,  of  which  the  following  are  the  most  interesting  : — 

(a)  d wo  skulls  of  Finlanders  presented  by  Professor  Retzius. 

The  interest  of  these  specimens  lies  in  the  fact  that  there 
has  been  a difficulty  in  determining  the  precise  relationship 
of  the  Finns  to  other  European  nations  ; some  Mongolian 
affinities  having  been  suspected. 

(b)  The  skulls  of  Lapps  are  also  of  interest  in  consideration  of  the 

obscure  relationships  of  that  race  ; and  the  similarity  of  these 
skulls  with  certain  crania  of  Savoyard  origin  is  marked. 

(c)  A cast  of  the  cranium  of  King  Robert  Bruce  will  be  found 

here  ; and  that  the  statement  repeated  by  various  authors 
as  to  the  Neanderthaloid  characters  presented  by  it  rest  on  a 
slender  basis,  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  next  Case , No.  2 , 
which  stands  beyond  the  wall-case  containing  the  preceding 
specimens,  and  contains  plaster  models  of  the  crania  of  some 
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of  the  classical  examples  of  prehistoric  man  ; among  which 
will  be  found  the  following,  referable  to  Palaeolithic  Man — 
viz.  : the  Neanderthal,  Spy,  and  Engis  crania  ; and  of  those 
of  later  date  : the  Cro-Magnon  skull  (early  Neolithic  period). 
Furthermore  there  is  a cast  of  the  Calvaria  found  by  Dr. 
Dubois  in  the  Pliocene  strata  of  Trinil,  Java  ; it  is  attributed 
by  its  discoverer  to  a form  known  as  Pithecanthropus  erectus, 
which  is  supposed  to  represent  a precursor  of  Man.  A cast 
(2101)  shews  the  cranium  of  an  Australian  aboriginal  with 
some  very  pithecoid  features. 

Turning  back  from  case  No.  2 towards  the  door,  there  will  be  found 
(on  the  further  side  of  the  table  on  which  are  Dr.  Towne’s  wax  models  of 
the  brain)  a case  (No.  3)  containing  a variety  of  skulls,  of  which  the 
following  are  on  that  aspect  of  this  case  facing  the  door  : — 

(a)  The  crania  of  aborigines  of  Tasmania  (a  race  now  extinct  ; cf. 

Nos.  2096-2100)  ; and  in  close  proximity  to  these, 

(b)  The  crania  of  Australian  aborigines  (for  crania  of  Tasmanian  and 

Australian  aborigines,  see  fig.  1)  ; with  the  latter  are  three 
specially  prepared  heads  of  Australian  natives,  shewing  the 
wavy  (not  woolly)  nature  of  the  hair,  plentiful  beard  ; and  No. 
2115  (cf.  fig.  j)  shews  an  extreme  degree  of  prognathism,  a 
character  very  constant  in  aboriginal  Australians  (ref.  No.  1). 

(c)  Melanesian  crania,  especially  the  “Willey  Collection”  (brought 

to  Cambridge  by  A.  Willey,  Esq.,  M.A.,  late  Balfour-Student), 
from  the  Melanesian  island  of  New  Britain,  occupy  much  of  the 
remaining  space  on  this  aspect  of  case  No.  3.  The  following 
are  points  of  interest  in  connection  with  this  very  homogeneous 
group  : (i.)  the  great  difference  sometimes  met  with  in  the 
crania  of  the  two  sexes  (cf.  fig.  2,  crania  Nos.  3342  and  3324)  ; 
while  in  other  instances  the  difficulty  (so  marked  in  the  case 
of  the  crania  of  African  negro  races)  of  assigning  the  correct 
sex  to  a skull,  occurs  ; (ii.)  Notice  the  specimen  No.  3324  (cf. 
fig.  1),  for  besides  its  generally  massive  character,  it  is  peculiar 
in  having  an  erupted  and  displaced  fragment  of  a tooth  on  the 
margin  of  the  nasal  aperture. 

The  foregoing  (New  Britain)  specimens  may  be  regarded  as  typical 
examples  of  the  Oceanic-negro  race. 

(d)  With  the  preceding  may  be  contrasted  skulls  of  Polynesian 

origin  as  represented  by  the  Kanakas  (ref.  2),  and  by  the  skulls 
brought  by  J.  S.  Gardiner,  Esq.  (Fellow  of  Caius  College), 


Fig.  1. 


a ABORIGINAL  AUSTRALIAN  (2115) 
b „ TASMANIAN  (2096) 


a 


b 


Fig.  2. 


NATIVES  OF  NEW  BRITAIN  ( Willey  Coll.) 
a Female  (3342). 
b Male  (3324). 


Fig.  3. 


NATIVE  OF  ROTUMA  [Gardiner  Coll.) 
(1814). 
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from  the  island  of  Rotuma  (see  fig.  3,  and  Nos.  1809-1817).  The 
contrast  in  skull  form  is  one  of  a series  whereby  the  Polynesians 
are  distinguished  from  their  Melanesian  neighbours  ; it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  many  intermediate  forms  are  met  with. 
But  taking  extremes,  the  Polynesian  skull  is  distinguished 
from  the  Melanesian  by  its  greater  capacity,  greater  breadth, 
greater  parietal  eminences,  less  massive  brow-ridges,  and 
higher  orbits. 

The  Polynesian  group  contains  one  or  two  skulls  of  Maories,  but 
otherwise  is  not  nearly  so  complete  as  the  Melanesian  series.  The  next 
specimens  worthy  of  note  are  three  crania  from  Madagascar  (Nos.  T 783, 
1785),  representing  two  of  the  cranial  forms  met  with  in  that  island, 
whereof  one  is  a modification  of  the  skull  form  commonly  found  among 
the  Bantu  races  of  Africa  (ref.  4).  The  African  skulls  will  be  found  on 
that  aspect  of  this  case  (No.  3),  furthest  removed  from  the  door  and  com- 
prise examples  of  “West  Coast”  negroes,  of  Kaffirs,  of  the  Bush  and 
Hottentot  races  of  the  Cape  (ref.  5,  6,  7),  of  Central  African  negroes  and 
the  interesting  specimens  from  the  battlefield  of  Tel-el-Kebir.  The  latter 
specimens,  which  we  owe  to  the  interest  of  Messrs.  Leigh-Smith  and 
Green,  of  Jesus  College,  include  certainly  two  crania  referable  to  a negro 
origin,  although  others  of  the  series  are  skulls  of  Egyptian  Fellaheen. 
The  collection  of  African  skulls  has  been  further  augmented  by  the 
Guanche  crania  from  Teneriffe  (ref.  8),  and  by  the  enormous  collection  of 
crania  of  inhabitants  of  Egypt  (ref.  12),  ancient  and  modern,  which  will  be 
mentioned  later.  But  the  case  under  consideration  also  contains  crania 
from  Syria  (notice  the  specimen  1237  for  an  example  of  occipital  flattening 
probably  of  artificial  origin),  of  Jews  (probably  from  Holland),  and  a fine 
series  of  crania  of  Punjabis,  presented  by  Dr.  Havelock  Charles,  and  de- 
scribed by  Professor  Macalister  assisted  by  Messrs.  E.  M.  Corner  and 
R.  J.  Horton-Smith  (ref.  9). 

The  two  skulls  (Nos.  1204  and  1205),  from  Nagyr  in  the  Gilgit 
district  of  Central  Asia  may  be  noticed.  These  rare  specimens  were 
obtained  by  Sir  W.  M.  Conway  during  his  exploration  of  the  mountain 
peaks  of  the  Himalaya  and  Hindu-Kush  (ref.  10).  These  crania  are  of 
undoubtedly  Caucasian  type,  and  present  no  trace  of  Mongolian  fea- 
tures ; herein  they  afford  contrasts  with  cranial  forms  to  be  met  with 
further  east,  e.g.  in  Ladakh,  and  in  Eastern  Turkestan  (cf.  a skull  from 
the  Macartney  collection  deposited  in  this  Museum).  Lastly,  a skull 
from  Kamschatka  may  be  referred  to  as  exemplifying  a race  but  seldom 
represented  in  collections  (cf.  ref.  18).  Case  No.  4 is  entirely  occupied 
by  Egyptian  crania,  among  which  will  be  found  representatives  of  the 
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inhabitants  of  Egypt  under  the  Dynasties  v.  and  xviii.,  also  of  the  date 
of  the  Roman  occupation,  and  lastly  Egyptians  of  modern  times.  For 
these  specimens  the  University  is  indebted  to  Professors  Budge  and 
Flinders  Petrie,  as  well  as  to  F.  W.  Green,  B.A.,  of  Jesus  College. 
The  whole  series  has  for  some  time  past  been  under  examination  by 
Professor  Macalister,  though  the  results  of  the  investigation  have  not 
yet  been  made  available.  The  example  of  Egyptian  cranium,  repre- 
sented in  fig.  4,  exemplifies  the  condition  known  as  scaphocephaly, 
since  the  cranial  vault  is  here  found  to  have  assumed  a keel-shaped  or 
scaphoid  form. 

The  contents  of  the  long  case  (No.  5)  running  down  the  centre  of  the 
Museum  are  a number  of  skeletons,  of  which  those  of  aboriginal  Aus- 
tralians (at  the  end  nearest  the  window)  are  noteworthy,  No.  25  shewing 
the  form  of  pelvis  (compressed  laterally)  met  with  in  males  of  this  race. 
With  this  pelvic  form  may  be  contrasted  that  of  the  Eskimo  woman 
(No.  1873).  The  origin  of  the  two  skeletons  of  individuals  of  the  Bush  race  of 
South  Africa  is  not  exactly  known,  but  they  present  features  not  altogether 
typical  of  that  race  (for  the  skulls  of  which  cf.  specimens  No.  1738  et  seq. 
in  case  No.  3).  Of  the  remaining  skeletons  that  of  Madame  Barre*  is 
worth  notice  ; then  follow  skeletons  of  East  Anglians  from  near  Cambridge 
(ref.  16),  and  lastly  a most  valuable  specimen — viz.,  the  skeleton  of  an 
individual  of  the  Long  Barrow  race,  who  are  referred  to  the  Neolithic  period 
in  this  country.  This  skeleton  forms  part  of  the  well-known  Thurnam 
Collection,  which  was  secured  for  the  Cambridge  Museum  by  Professor 
Humphry,  and  which  comprises  a large  series  of  crania  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Britain  from  the  Neolithic  period  onwards. 

In  the  case  No.  6 will  be  found  another  great  collection  of  skulls  of 
Egyptians,  chiefly  of  che  periods  following  : D}masty  xii.  (Memphis, 
Nos.  1254-1362,  Aswan,  Nos.  1364-1459,  Qurnah,  Nos.  1 509-1510),  and 
Dynasty  xxii.,  Balsamum  near  Deshasheh  (Nos.  3141-3258),  and  with  these 
two  or  three  mummified  heads  may  be  observed,  e.g.,  of  that  of  a lady 
with  hair  of  an  unusual  degree  of  blondness  ; those  of  a physician,  and  a 
priest;  as  was  evidenced  by  the  characters  on  the  wrappings  and  casings 
which  have  been  removed. 

In  the  case  No.  7 will  be  found  (on  the  aspect  facing  the  door)  the 
extensive  Hutchinson  collection  of  crania  of  Peruvians  (cf.  fig.  5),  of 
which  some  (No.  1987)  shew  the  effects  of  cranial  deformation  in  a marked 
degree.  With  these  are  arranged  a few  prehistoric  crania  from  Jamaica, 
which  present  forms  and  deformations  not  unlike  the  preceding  examples. 

* “ Madame  Barre,  a distinguished  French  lady,  who  bequeathed  her  body  to  me.”— Macartney. 
(Descriptive  notes  of  the  Macartney  Collection).  This  skeleton  is  therefore  evidently  not  that  of  Madame 
Barry,  the  famous  actress  of  the  XVUI.  Century  and  rival  of  Mrs.  Siddons. 


PERUVIAN  ( Hutchinson  Coll.) 


ESQUIMAUX  (1832). 
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In  the  same  case  are  a number  of  crania  of  the  Eskimo  from  Greenland  and 
from  Labrador,  for  some  of  which  the  University  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Curwen, 
of  St.  John’s  College  (ref.  13,  and  fig.  6). 

Lastly,  there  may  be  noticed  a series  of  crania  from  Vancouver’s  Island 
and  British  Columbia,  which  also  illustrate  the  effects  of  artificial  modifica- 
tion of  cranial  form  in  infancy,  and  a few  skulls  of  North  American  Indians. 
On  the  further  side  of  the  same  case  are  placed  the  crania  of  inhabitants  of 
the  British  Isles,  and  here  many  specimens  of  the  Thurnam  Collection  will 
be  found  ; notice  No.  531  as  an  example  of  the  Saxon  type  of  cranium  and 
No.  468  as  that  of  a Briton.  These  crania  may  well  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  contents  of  the  large  wall-case  No.  9,  in  which  will  be 
found  crania  representing  several  classical  epochs  in  the  history  of  human 
culture  in  this  land.  Thus  we  have  the  Long  Barrow  race  (already  men- 
tioned as  referable  to  the  Neolithic  period),  with  characteristically  long 
narrow  skulls  and  countenances.  To  these  succeed  the  Round  Barrow 
race  with  broad  round  skulls  and  broader  countenances.  These  become 
merged  in  the  British  race  of  the  Roman  Conquest,  and  the  latter  in  the 
Saxon  and  Anglian  types,  to  which  the  large  series  of  crania  found  at 
Brandon  (and  recognisable  by  the  dark  brown  staining  they  have  received 
from  the  soil),  seem  to  be  referable  as  local  varieties.  A few  Saxon  crania 
from  Goring  will  be  found  in  the  small  wall-case  (10)  (note  No.  666  and 
cf.  ref.  14  and  15). 

There  remain  the  contents  of  the  wall-case  8,  which  immediately  faces 
the  doorway.  This  case  is  devoted  to  examples  presenting  conformations 
that  depart  from  the  ordinary  or  normal  type.  There  may  be  noticed  the 
presence  of  a large  wormian  bone  at  the  lambda  (os  incae,  from  its  supposed 
confinement  to  skulls  of  that  race)  in  both  English  and  Peruvian  crania. 
Division  of  the  malar  bone  is  seen  in  skulls  of  an  East  Anglian  and  a 
Peruvian  respectively.  Pressure  deformations  of  artificial  origin  are  seen 
in  the  crania  of  a Vancouver  islander,  an  Avar,  and  a native  of  Malli- 
collo  respectively,  the  latter  two  being  very  similar  ; lastly  an  example  of 
native  trephining  may  be  noticed — viz.,  No.  1904,  with  which  compare 
the  New  Britain  cranium  No.  3340  in  case  3. 

In  the  end  bay  case  of  No.  8,  are  placed  crania  of  the  bathrocephalic, 
akrocephalic,  scaphocephalic,  and  hydrocephalic  varieties  ; whereof  the 
latter  three  may  be  ascribed  to  defective  growth  of  the  cranium,  and  with 
these  may  be  compared  two  examples  of  the  micro-cephalic  crania,  of 
which  the  specimen  No.  2286  presents  the  characteristics  of  the  micro- 
cephalic  skull  in  a very  marked  degree  (ref.  17). 

It  may  be  repeated  in  conclusion  that  the  present  account  deals  with 
a mere  selection  of  some  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  specimens,  which 
are  now  numbered  by  thousands. 
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